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Each year our Legislative Advisory Committee analyzes 
hundreds of bills moving through the California State 
Legislature and determines their impact on such issues as 
health, education, equal opportunity in employment and 
athletics, safety, and racial and economic justice.  
 
Over 100 bills are chosen each year as Priority bills, and 
their progress is followed closely through legislative 
committees and votes. Our lobbyist writes letters of support 
and opposition, testifies at the Capitol and works to ensure 
that our State Legislature passes bills that promote equality 
for all Californians. CA NOW evaluates the voting records of 
all state legislators to issue the California NOW Legislative 
Report Card at the beginning of each year, rating state 
Senators and Assemblymembers on their voting record from 
the year before. 
 
This Report Card is based on Senate and Assembly floor 
votes on 20 significant bills supported by CA NOW. These 
20 bills were selected because they represent a wide range 
of issues and each came to a floor vote (a vote by all 
members) in both houses of the State Legislature.  
 
Legislators received credit for a “yes” vote (Y) on the 

bills. No credit was given for voting “no” (N), not voting (NV), or an absence (A). A percentage was 
then calculated for each member. Explanations were provided for members with prolonged absences or 
members with excused absences and scores of 70% and higher. 
 
This Report Card is based on voting records for selected bills only and does not take into account all the 
work performed or accomplishments achieved by each of the legislators. It is therefore not a definitive 
evaluation and does not constitute an endorsement or denunciation of any member of the State Legislature. 
 
The following is a description of each bill used in this Report Card. An “S” indicates that the bill was 
signed into law by Governor Schwarzenegger. A “V” indicates that the bill was vetoed by the 
Governor. 
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 AB 14 ( Laird-D) – Discr iminat ion: Civ i l Rights Act of 2007. (S) 
Strengthens protections against discrimination based upon sex, race, color, religion, age, national origin, 
disability, ethnic group identification, and sexual orientation in a variety of situations.  
 

 AB 28 (Huffman-D) – Personal Income Taxes:  Contr ibut ions : CA Breas t Cancer 
Research Fund. (S) 

Extends the operation of the Personal Income Tax Law, which allows taxpayers to designate on their tax 
returns that a specified amount be contributed to the State Breast Cancer Research Fund. 
 

 AB 43 ( Leno-D) – Gender-Neutral Marr iage. (V) 
Allows for same-sex marriage, providing that marriage is a personal relation arising out of a civil contract 
between two persons, not necessarily a man and a woman.  
 

 AB 76 ( L ieber -D) – Correct ions : Female Inmates . (S)  
Creates policies to ensure a safe and productive environment for incarcerated women in California, and 
creates gender-responsive rehabilitative programming and prison staffing.  
 

 AB 102 (Ma-D) – Marr iage: Domest ic Partner ships : Name. (S) 
Allows anyone, regardless of gender or sexual orientation, who gets married or registers as a domestic 
partner, to change his or her name. 
 

 AB 176 ( Jones-D) – CalWORKs: Child Support. (S) 
Increases the amount of child support to be paid to a recipient of CalWORKs aid to $100 for a recipient 

with one child, or $200 for a recipient with 2 or more children.  
 

 AB 314 (Soto-D) – CalWORKs: Welfare-to-work Activ i t ies . (V) 
Allows CalWORKs parents in vocational training and education to count study time as 
core hours toward satisfaction of their weekly welfare-to-work participation 
requirement. 
 

 AB 335 (De Leon-D)–CalWORKs: Aid: Homeless Ass is tance. (S) 
In establishing eligibility for homeless assistance, allows domestic violence to be verified by a sworn 
statement of the victim, where homelessness is a direct result of domestic violence. 
 

 AB 343 (Solor io-D) – Heal th Care: Employer Coverage: Disc losure. (V) 
Requires the Department of Health Care Services and the Managed Risk Medical Insurance Board to create 
a report for the Legislature identifying all employers who employ 25 or more people who are, or support, 
beneficiaries of Medi-Cal, Healthy Families, or AIM programs. 
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 AB 435 (Brownley-D ) – Wage Discr iminat ion.  (V) 

Requires employers to maintain wage and job classification records for 5 years. Extends the statute of 
limitations for a civil action by an employee to recover wages and for actions in which there is willful 
misconduct of the employer. 
 

 AB 537 (Swanson-D) – Family and Medical Leave. (V)  
Expands the definition of “child” under the California Family Rights Act, allowing for an employee to 
take protected leave to care for his or her sibling, grandparent, grandchildren and parent-in-law, and be 
guaranteed work upon his or her return.  
 

 AB 603 (Pr ice-D) – Voter Regis trat ion: Conf ident ia l i ty. (S) 
Extends the application of the Address Confidentiality for Victims of Domestic 
Violence, Sexual Assault, and Stalking and Address Confidentiality for Reproductive 
Health Care Service Providers, Employees, Volunteers, and Patients programs. 
 

 AB 629 (Brownley-D )–Sex Educat ion Programs: 
Requirements . (S) 

Enacts the Sexual Health Education Accountability Act, which would require any 
program that provides education to prevent adolescent or unintended pregnancy or to prevent STIs and 
receives state funding to be comprehensive, bias-free and medically accurate.  
 

 AB 1328 (Hayashi -D) – Access for In fants and Mothers Program: El ig ibi l i ty. (V) 
Removes the requirement that a person must be a resident of the state for at least six continuous months 
prior to being eligible for the Access for Infants and Mothers Program (AIM).   
 

 AB 1429 (Evans-D) – Human Papil lomavirus Vaccinat ion. (V) 
Requires that the HPV or Human papillomavirus vaccination be covered under insurance plans that also 
cover the treatment of or surgery for cervical cancer. 
 

 SB 94 (Kuehl -D) – Medi-Cal Reimbursement Rates . (S) 
Requires a rate increase that would bring family planning rates to at least 80 percent of the weighted 
average of the federal Medicare rates for similar office visits.  Mandates the rate increases for 
comprehensive clinical family planning services that are reimbursed by the state through Medi-Cal or other 
family planning programs. 
 

 SB 353 (Kuehl -D) Pro tect ive Orders : Companion Animals . (S) 
Allows Californians to list their pets on restraining orders, in order to prevent abusers from using pets to 
threaten their victims. 
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 SB 727 (Kuehl -D) Unemployment and Disabil i t y Compensat ion Benef i ts . (V) 

Adds siblings, grandparents, grandchildren and parents-in-law to the list of family 
members in the California Paid Family Leave Law for whom workers can take time 
off to provide care; expands the family temporary disability insurance program.  
 

 SB 777 (Kuehl -D) Discr iminat ion. (S) 
Prevents discrimination in schools based upon race, sex, color, creed, handicap, 
national origin, or ancestry.  
 

 SB 836 (Kuehl -D) Fair Employment: Famil ia l Status . (V) 
Adds familial status to the list of bases upon which the right to seek, obtain and hold employment cannot 
be denied.  
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California State Senate 
 

 
*Ellen Corbett was excused for her vote on AB 314, and Edward Vincent was excused for multiple votes due to 

illness 
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California Assembly 
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California Assembly, ctd. 
 

 
*Pedro Nava and Nicole Parra were excused for their votes on AB 28, Nell Soto was excused for multiple votes due 

to illness, and Audra Strickland was excused for multiple votes due to the birth of her child 

**AD 55 was vacated by Laura Richardson (D), and is not considered in this report 
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Senate Floor Votes and Scores 
(Alphabetical by Last Name) 
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The California National Organization for Women (CA NOW) is the largest state organization 

of feminists, both women and men, in the United States.  Established in 1972, today we 

represent over 75,000 members and donors in chapters throughout the state. We do one 
thing and we do it best: we fight discrimination against women.  Please join us! 

 

Mandy Benson, President 

Helen Grieco, Executive Director 
 
 

 

 


